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Amendments to the Claima: 

Tbi$ listing of claims will rqilace all prior versions, and listings of claims in the application: 

Listinpnf riftlmg? 



i^J^$^^ 1 ' (Original) A system for testing a performanc/ capability of a user drop in 
Zl^^conmiunication network, the system comprising: 
/ a host terminal coupled to the user drop via the co4nmunication network, wherein 

the host tenninal is operable to: 

provide a test signal to the user drop; a£d 
• authorize access to the test signal; wnerein authorizing access to the test 
signal is based at least in part upon receiving a network stgn-on identifier via the user drop. 

2. (Original) The system of claii^^l, wherein the test signal is a video signal, 
the system further comprising; 

a netwoik video signal source to generate the video signal. 

3. (Original) The system o/claim 1, wherein the test signal is a data signal, 
the jsystem further comprising: 

a network data test source to generate the data dgnal. 

4. (Original) The syst^ of claim 1, wherein, the test signal comprises a data 
signal and a video signal, the system furiher comprising: 

a networic video signal /ource to generate the video signal; and 
a network d^ta test soiuce to generate the data signal. 




5. (Original) 'yhe system of claim 1, the system fiirthCT comprising: 
a network entitlezntent controller aitanged to identify a test device coupled to the 



user drop. 
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6. (Original) A method for testing a perfoimance i^apability of a user drop in 
a communication network, (he method comprising: 

coupling a test device to the us» drop, wherein the jfo device comprises a sign- 
on identifier that identifies the test device; 

receiving a test signal at the test device, wherein ^e test signal is received at least 
in part based on the sign-on identifier; and 

measuring the test signal to determine the pei^rmance capabihty of the user drop. 

7. (Original) A method for iniplementing performance capability testing of a 
user diop in a communication network, the method commsing: 

providing access at the user drop to a teat signal from a central office; 
receiving a network sign-on identifier/t the central office, wherein the network 
sign-on identifier identifies a test device; and 

authorizing access to the test signa^y the test device. 

8. (Original) The method of claim 7, wherein the test signal is selected from 
the group consisting of a data test signal, a vi®o test signal, and a VDSL test signal 

9. (Original) The method of claim 7, wherein the test signal is a combination 
of two or more of the following signal ty^s: a video signal, a data signal, or a VDSL signal. 

1 0. (Original) The method of claim 7> wherein at least a portion of the test 
signal is a video signal, the method fiinher comprising: 

providing a video testyfeouroe, wherein the video signal is produced by the video 

test source. 

1 1 . (Original) the method of claim 7, wherein at least a portion of the test 
signal is a data signal, the method further comprising: 

providing a dat^est source, wherein the data signal is produced by the data test 

source. 
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12, (Original) A method &r testing a performance c^M)ility of a user drop m 
a commumcation network, the method conqmsing: 

coupling a test device to Uie user drop; 

receiving a signal at ttie test device via thie user droj^f wh^ein the signal 
comprises a first signal type and a second signal type; and 

measuring the signal to determine the performaifce capability of the user drop. 

13, (Currently amended) The method o^laim 12, wherein the first signal 
type is a video signal and the proformonoo performance o/apability comprises a video 
performance capability. 

14, (Original) The method of cldm 13, the method further corrxpiising: 
coi^ling a display to the test devic^ wherein the video signal is displayed. 

{j 15. (Original) The mefliod claim 12, wherein Ibe test device comprises a 

network sign-on identifier that identifies the test device, and wherem the signal is a test signal 
received at least in part based on the sign-oi/ identifier. 

16. (Original) The meqiod of claim 15, the method fiurther comprismg: 
signing on to the commumcation network using the network sign-on identifier, 

wherein signing on provides access tOyttie test signal. 

1 7. (Original) The method of claun 1 6, wherein the first signal type and the 
second signal type are selected frojh the group consisting of a data test signal, a video test signal, 
and a VD$L test signal. 

18. (OrigmaW The method of claim 12, wherein flie first signal type is a data 
test signal and the performance capability is a data peribtmance capability. 

19. (Original) The method of claim 12, wherein the communication network 
comprises aDSL-based video and data communication network, 




Received [roin<3W5715141>at»«034:34:20PMp^^ 



RUG. 5.2603 2:^PM TOWISSEND&TOWN^M) NO. 719 P. 8/11 



Appl. No. 10/062,959 PATENT 

Amdt dated August S. 2003 

Reply to Office Action of July 2003 

20. (Original) A system for teptmg a perfonnance capability of a user drop in 
a communication network; the system comprising: 

a test device; wherein the test device comprises a user drop port, at least one 
input/output port, and is configured to test the perfonnance capability of the user drop; 

wherein the user drop port is configured for receiving information via the user 

drop; and 

wherein the mput/output port is configured to provide access to the test device via 
an external input/output device. 

2 1 . (Origmal) The system of claim 20, wherein the test device is configured 
as a set-top box with a unique type and subtype value stored therein^ 

22. (Original) The system of claim 20, wherein the input/output port is an 
output port associated with an MPBG video decoder and the external input/output device is a 
display. 

23. (Original) The system of claim 22, wherein the input/output port is a fi^t 
input/output port, the system further comprising; 

a second ii^ut/output port for connecting a personal computer to the test device, 
wherem commands fix)m the personal computer are received by the test device via the second 
input/output port. 

24. (Currently amended) The system of claim 22, wherein the input/output 
port is a first output port and the external input/output device is a first external input/ou^ut 
device, the system Anther compri wg: 

a second output port associated with an MPBQ video decoder and aad the second 
extemal input/output port is operably coupled to a video recoider. 

25. (Origmal) The system of clahn 20, wherein the external input/output 
device is a personal computer and wherein the input/ou^ut port provides for receiving 
commands firom a personal conQ)Uter. 
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26. (Qrigijaal) Tme system of claim 25, wherein the test device is configured 
by commands received from ^c^ersonai computer. 
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